Go Make Disciples

25 years ago, | met an African-American Navy
Chaplain. Since he also graduated from my seminary, we
arranged to have lunch to chat about the old days. Chewing on
an egg roll, he gave me this advice, “Churches are still
segregated. If I work in a local church, I will always work in a
black church. You may be facing the same fate. If you want
to break the racial barrier, why don’t you join the Navy?” 1
took his advice and had a wonderful journey ministering to all
people in the armed services. Now that | am getting out of the
Navy, why do | want to serve a Chinese church again?

Before his ascension, Jesus commissioned his disciples
to make all people disciples. He didn’t do it in Jerusalem, but
in Galilee, which took them four days of walking. Why? |
believe Jesus wanted to remind the disciples of their cultural
roots. They were all from Galilee. Their heritage made them a
cohesive group. The binding made them a strong team for
ministry.

There is a need for ethnic churches even we try to be
multicultural in other aspects of life. We as a church can reach
out to people while others cannot because of our language
skills and culture background. Only we can discover biblical
insights from a Chinese prospective. Besides, we have better
food and more cheers.

Like a salmon ventures out to the sea and eventually
comes back to the river of its origin, 1 am here. | thank God
for the opportunity and will use my skills learned in the Navy
to benefit our church.

Let us pray: Dear Lord: As you commissioned your
disciples, send us to fulfill your salvation plan. Help us to
be persistent and effective. Amen.
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