On Prayer

In December 1944, General Patton launched a counter attack
against the German Army in Northern France. Needing badly for a
break in a snowstorm, he ordered his chaplain to come up with a
prayer for good weather. When the weather did turn clear next
morning, he awarded the chaplain with a Bronze Star on the spot.

During my years in the Navy, | was often asked to pray for good
weathers for ceremonies, though jokingly half of the time. My
standard response was that | was only in sales not administration.

Many people actually believe that we can make God answer our
prayers if we do it right. A few years ago, a man wrote a book
teaching people how to pray for extraordinary blessings. He claimed
that if we bought his book, handed it on the wall, and repeated the
prayer of Jabez, (I Chronicles 4:10) word-for-word, every day for a
month, we will see God's power released in our lives. The book
became an international bestseller. More than 9 million people thought
that they had found a way to frame God to give them extra blessings.

The Biblical position, however, is that God hears and answers
prayer according to what God thinks is best for us. We should let God
make the decision. God answered Jabez's prayer at his wisdom not that
Jabez found a right formula for effective prayers.

Jesus encouraged us to pray. He said, “Ask and it will be given
to you.” Nonetheless, he told us to pray for God’s Kingdom and that
God’s will be done. We should also pray for forgiveness. For our
own need, we pray simply for our daily bread.

To pray is to communicate with God. It is a way to get close to
God and far from temptation. Prayer helps us to set priority in life.
Seek our spiritual growth first and our needs will be fulfilled. Trust
and obey - blessings our way.

Let us pray: Our Father in heaven, help us to get closer to
you day by day. Help us to trust you and let you guide our way.
Amen.
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