I Will Follow Him

You don’t have to be a scholar to understand Confucius. Making
it easy for us, he said, “My Tao can be summarized as humanity and righ-
teousness.” The goal of his Tao, or way of life, was to achieve harmony.
He said, “When harmony is achieved, heaven and earth will be in the
right place and all creatures will be nourished.”

Lao Tze was not so user-friendly. He said, “If Tao can be told, it
is not a universal Tao.” However, the symbol of Yen and Yang gave
away his secret. His Tao is also a way to pursue harmony.

My mother used to teach me: “Harmony in family brings prosperi-
ty. Harm in family is caused by hostility.” The way to a happy family
life is to maintain harmony.

The Chinese way of life can be summed up in one word: “Harmo-
ny.” Remember the Olympic open ceremony in Beijing? Harmony was
the theme of the unforgettable pageant. Now you know the reason.

What is the Way (Tao) of Jesus? Jesus said, “I am the way, the
truth, and life.” John said, “In the beginning, there was the Word.” (Jn
1:1) “The Word (Jesus) became fresh.” (v.14) The English and Japanese
Bible translators focus on the Jewish mindset so they translate “Logos” as
Word. God created the world with spoken words. God communicated to
Moses and prophets in spoken words. However, John and his community
were influence more by Greek culture. The Greek word “Logos” means
universal way. The Chinese translator was wise to use the term Tao vice
Word. Jesus is the Tao. Jesus is the Universal Way.

To follow the Jesus Way is to live in harmony. Jesus used the
cross to bring harmony between God and us and among us. He told us to
live in love -- to love God and love others as we love ourselves. The joy
of following His way is to live for Him. With a higher purpose in life, we
share Paul’s joyful claim: “To live is Christ.”

Let us pray: Dear Lord Jesus, your Tao is the best way. Your way will
bring harmony to the world and my life. Help me to be a faithful follow-
er. Help me to uphold justice, love mercy and to walk humbly with you.
Amen.
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