Turning $20 to $200

My friend is a very sophisticated wine collector. I am
fascinated on his flowery words to describe the wine’s fragrance,
texture, body, color, and taste. He follows recommendations from
experts to buy wine with good potential for $20 a bottle. In his cellar
he labels his collections by dates. He has a clear goal in aging the
wine. When his $20 wine is selling for $200, he knows the wine has
reached its potential. He will then enjoy the bottle.

We too can turn our life from $20 to $200, figuratively
speaking. How? To set clear goals for life — making a personal
mission statement.

We can learn from Jesus who used the words of Isaiah (61:1-2a)
to be his mission statement: (Lk4:18f)
1. Preach good news to the poor.
Heal the broken-hearted (KJV only).
Proclaim freedom for the prisoners.
Recover sight to the blind.
Release the oppressed.
Proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.
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The Lord’s favor year means the Year of the Jubilee. In the
Jewish calendar, 7 years make a new circle. The 7t year is the
Sabbatical when farmers stop planting to rest the fields. Following
seven circles, the 50" year is the Year of the Jubilee when debts will
be forgiven and prisoners released. However, this ideal had never
been actualized.

Jesus was clear on his goals with this mission statement. One
very important point: Jesus did not read the 2" half of the same verse
in Isaiah which reads: “And to proclaim the vengeance of the Lord.”
Jesus did not come to judge but to forgive.

Life is short and precious and we have lots of work to do. Ask
what we can do for the Lord. Start making a mission statement.

Let us pray: Gracious Lord and Savior: help me to
concentrate on the important things in my life and set goals. Help
me to chart my life in accordance to your plan. Amen.
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