Seeing Is Believing

Thomas was a carpenter/ builder who had an Engineer’'s
mind. As a thinking man, he sough truth with evidence. Tho-
mas was not present when Jesus first appeared to the disciples.
He could not believe the resurrection until he touched Jesus’
wounds. Therefore, he was called the doubting Thomas.

Many of us think scientifically like Thomas. However, not
all truth and happiness come from logical thinking. When Aris-
totle was getting married, his friends asked him if he were sure
his marriage would be successful. He said, “If so, | will be a
happy man. If not | will be a good philosopher.”

Thomas stayed in fellowship with the disciples and finally
saw Jesus and believed. He established a church in the place
known as Iran today. This church, Assyrian Church of the East
(Nestorian), became the first church to send missionaries to
China in 640 AD through the silk road and was well received by
Emperor Tong Tai Chun. A marble stele (Monument) was
erected in Xian in 781 AD and can be seen in Xian National Mu-
seum today. Thomas eventually went to India and established
many churches there.

If you are scientific minded or have doubts in your faith,
you don’t have to feel guilty or left out. You just have to seek
the truth in a more complicated way. That's why Jesus said,
“‘Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

No matter what happens in your faith journey, stay with
the fellowship. Don’t miss out the chance to experience the
presence of the Lord. Every Sunday is important. Every fellow-
ship is helpful. Every social is joyful. Feel the presence of God
through love and forgiveness not just by scientific evidence.

Let us pray: My Lord and my God, help me to see the spiri-
tual truth. Help me to believe the resurrection. Help me to
contribute to the great commission. Help me to be faithful
to you.
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