More Understanding Less Judgmental

After Salomon, the Jewish kingdom was divided. Israel, the
northern kingdom, had nine tribes and built its capital at Samaria. Judah,
the southern kingdom, ruled three tribes, capital Jerusalem. Israel was
invaded by Assyria and the people were exiled. Over time, they
intermarried with the locals. They were looked down upon and were
called not Jews but Samaritans. More historical conflicts later made the
feud even deeper. The Jews would not eat the food or use any utensil
from the Samaritans. They would not talk to or even look at a Samaritan
woman in public.

The Samaritan women at the well was despised not only by the Jews
but also by her own neighbors. Because she had married five times and
the one she was living with was not her husband. (John 4:7-25) Some
Chinese Christians would raise eyebrows on her multiple divorces,
judging her low moral character.

Beginning from Song Dynasty, Chinese women who were divorced
or widowed were not allowed to marry again. They were not welcome
back to their parents’ home either. Many had to work as servants to earn
a living. Young widows had to live the rest of their lives alone.

In Qing Dynasty seven grounds of divorce were established to favor
the husbands. 1. Adultery. 2. Barren. 3. Disrespect parents-in-law. 4.
Loquacity. 5. Stealing. 6. Jealousy. 7. Malignant disease. Men could
have many wives and concubines. Women could not have any assurance
in marriage.

So was the situation in Jesus’ society. If a husband were not happy
with his wife, he could ask a Rabbi to be his witness and sign a divorce
paper to end the marriage. Since there was no work for women, they had
to remarry. A widow might even marry her late husband’s brother for
provisions. The Samaritan women at the well might have been suffered
multiple rejections and the man who lived with her did not even want to
marry her.

Jesus did not condemn her. He broke all cultural taboos to speak
with her and offered her “living waters”. She finally recognized Jesus
was the Messiah and invited others to see Jesus.

Let us pray: O Lord, help me to be more understanding and less
judgmental. Help me to encourage others to seek the living water.
Help me to bring others to know God. Amen.
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