How to ‘How’ Our Parents?

Honoring our parents is a Biblical mandate and is deeply rooted in the
Chinese mindset. In Confucius thought, parents are expected to be
kind to their children and their children “how” their parents.

Confucius said, “When parents are alive, care for them properly. After
they died, bury them properly and worship them properly.”

Many remember to do the right thing only after the parents died. They
bury their parents in a blessed ground. They mourn bitterly. They
burn paper money, cars, mansions, servants and other necessities and
favors for the deceased. They worshiped their parents and ancestors
hoping to receive blessings in return. That is the reason the sinologist
translate the word how as Filial Piety.

We should not worship our ancestors but we can holdfast to some of
the Chinese values. Here is how to how our parents:

1. We should love and care for our parents — Before Jesus died on the
cross, he asked John to care for his mother. Love them when they are
still alive.

2. We should respect our parents — Tsang Tze said, “There are three
levels of how: to provide, not to shame, and respect. The highest level
is respect.”

3. We should obey our parents — Parents may be old fashioned and
stubborn at times, however, we should appreciate their wisdom and
experience. It makes our parent feel good even we don’t agree with
them at times.

4. We should expend our love to others parents -- Jesus said,
“Whoever does God’s will are my brothers, sisters and mothers.”
Confucius said, “Love your own parents as well as other parents.”

Let us pray: Dear Lord, help us to how our parents and please send
special blessings to all the mothers on this Mother’s Day. Amen.
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